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In General OERHAPS there is no such
thing as an American mind. Perhaps in the
sense of the humorist who complained that
the country had weather but no climate the
variety among Americans is so great and
the mass of the people so little
homogeneous, that no sort of common
psychology can be rightly imputed to them.
Nevertheless, there are certain traits and
mental qualities that are accepted as
characteristically A merican; and when the
critic of America assembles those traits and
mental qualities together into a sort of
synthetic man, he is commonly allowed to
consider this creature of his selective fancy
a typical American with a typical American
mind. It is agreed, for example, that the
typical American is at once the most
shrewdly practical of men and the most
sentimentally idealistic. It is agreed that he
is an excellent business man, but a much
less excellent artist or, at least, the superior
quality of his intellect in affairs of business
and industry is obvious to his foreign
critics, and the inferior quality of his
achievement in art and literature is equally
admitted by the world. It is pointed out that
he is an inventor, but not a
scientist.(Typographical errors above are
due to OCR software and dont occur in the
book.)About the Publisher Forgotten
Books is a publisher of historical writings,
such as: Philosophy, Classics, Science,
Religion, History, Folklore and
Mythology.Forgotten Books Classic
Reprint Series utilizes the latest technology
to regenerate facsimiles of historically
important writings. Careful attention has
been made to accurately preserve the
original format of each page whilst
digitally enhancing the aged text. Read
books online for free at
www.forgottenbooks.org
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